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Introduction

Welcome to BASSANO 2030 the Town ofplanBa s anods
sustainable future for the community.

In recent years, the concept of sustainability has gained widespread
recognition across Canada . Sustainability is often considered to be
an environmental issue; however, when one consider s the
sustainability of a community , there are many more factors that must

be considered. For instance, consider how a strong local economy

will support income levels and job stability. Consider the value of
social and cultural  opportunities that will promote supportive
community relationships . Consider how the quality and scope of
local health care services can impact Bas s a nveelb-iseing .
Consider t he Townds role as a ndhobomitecani ty | eader a
influence community services and community growth . The Town of
Bassano recognize s thatin order fora community to be sustainable it
must effectively balance the competing and complemen tary
systems that exist within each community.

A sustainable communityisonet hat é

offers a strong economy;

protects its ecological integrity;
promotes a vibrant cultural scene;
offers social inclusiveness; and

uses participative governance models

This is what Bassano2030 aims to achieve. Bassano2030is t he Towna&s
plan for how it will attain a sustainable future for the community.

Members of Town Council, Town staff, and residents have shared

their ideas and visions for a sustainable future for Bassano . Using that

vision, residents and municipal leaders put forth ideas and initiat ives

to help guide the Town towards sustainability and its vision for the

year 2030.

Bassano02030 is an Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP)
that identifies a vision for the future, the outcomes the community
wants to achieve and the steps the community must take today and
in the coming years to achieve it.
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The Community of Bassano

VISION STATEMENT

Town of Bassanoéa saf e, vi brant

and stable community

, unique
Bassano was incorporated as a Town in 1911 and is located along
the Trans-Canada Highway, 140km east of Calgary and 50km west
of Brooks. The primary in dustries are agriculture, oil and gas, and
manufacturing.
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What is Sustainability?

The following definition of sustainability = has been used for the
purposes of this plan:

Living in a way (or development) that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.

Social

In other words, sustainability is about making sure that future
generations have the same opportunities that residents enjoy today Cultural Governance
while ensuring it does not come at the expense of our environment,

our social equity, our cultural identity or our economic health. ‘

The foundation of community sustainab ility is based on five pillars:

economic, social, cultural, environment and governance. While Economic Environment
each is independent, they are also interconnected. A sustainable

community is one that can harmoniously balance the competing

and complementary  influences associa ted with each pillar.

What is an Integrated Community
Sustainability Plan?

According to the Alberta Urban Municipalities As s oc
Sustainability is about making Comprehensive Guide for Municipal Sustainability Planning (June

sure that our future generations 2006), a sustainability plan is:

have the same opportunities that we

. A high level overarching document that guides the community into
experience tod

the future. It can be best viewed as a strategic business plan for the
community that identifies short, medium, and long term actions for
implementation, tracks and monitors progress, and is reviewed and
revised on an annual basis. An [ICSP] therefore, provides guidance
for the development or alignment of all municipal plans and
documents.



Public Workshop | May 2012

BASSANO 2030 Integrated Community Sustainability Plan

Why is Community Sustainability
Planning Important?

The Natural Step, an international leader in sustainability planning,

has noted that Canadian communities are facing unprecedented
challenges in sustainability. = Some of the se challenges include
continual growth in major city centres coupled with shrinking
populations in rural communities, surging energy demands,
increased air and water pollution, waste management issues, rising
greenhouse gas emissions , summer water shortages, rising rates of
obesity, declining participation rates in democratic forums and
elections and a widening gap between wealthy and poor families

All of these challenges present serious risks to the quality of life of
residents both today and in the future. Issues such as these have
captured the interests of federal, provincial and municipal
governments , leading to increased emphasis on adopting
integrated approaches to community planning.

Planning for sust ainability is about creating the kind of community
that residents desire for the future. It is an opportunity for the Town to

look long term and take proac ti ve steps to reach

vision. It is an opportunity to identify solutions that will provide a
sustainable future, one where a strong economy and participative
governance models protect ecological integrity, contribute to a
vibrant cultural sc ene and strong social cohesion.

An ICSP will provide the following  benefits :

A ltprovides a planning framework to assist municipal leaders and
delivers assurance that Bassano will be a sustainable community
A Future generations will benefit from the plans and actions put in

place today
A The Town of Bassano will meet the necessary requirements to
receive federal grant funding through the Canada -Alberta

agre ement for Federal Gas Tax Funds

t

he



How is the ICSP Structured?

The ICSP is structured using the following five components:

Community Systems are the primary factors that influence
sustainability in a community. Developing the plan u sing community
systems (or strategy areas) allows the Town to focus its scope and
categorize its priorities.

Descriptions of Success are the goals that, if achieved, will
contribute to sustainable outcomes. They represent a description of
the future , a description of Bassano in 2030.

Current Reality helps the Town understand the gap between
current day and what it want s to achieve. It also h elps the Town
understand what it has accomplished so that it can track its  success.

Actions represent a series of initiatives and projects that municipal
leaders will undertake in order to achieve the vision of the
community . Actions are a ssigned to short (1 year), medium (2 -5
year), and long term (5+y ear) timelines.

Indicators help to measure progress. They are tools that will allow
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PRIMARY COMMUNITY SYSTEMS

Affordability & Housing
Arts/Culture/Heritage
Built Environment
Economic Development
Energy

Food

Governance & Partnerships
Health & Social
Learning

Materials & Solid Waste
Natural Areas
Recreation & Leisure
Transportation

Water

the Town to monitor its success and g auge t he communityds

momentum to achieve  sustainability.

Principles

The following guiding principles were used in
developing the ICSP:

A The Plan must reflect the needs of the ~ community

A Descriptions of S uccess must be easily understood
and achievable

The Plan must identify short, medium, and long
term actions

The Plan must be concise while still providing the
necessary information to support action

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

The Planning Process

Identify priority community systems

Develop descriptions of success

Evaluate the current reality

Identify strategic actions to achieve success
Develop a Draft ICSP

Distribute a public survey

Host a public workshop

Compile feedback fromthe public

Make final changes to the Draft ICSP

The Plan must be functional to serve as an on - 10. Adopt the ICSP by resolution \/

going living document




The Vision for BASSANO 2030

The following section describes the vision for Bassano. This vision is a
product of the input provided by Town Council, Town Administration
and staff, and residents of Bassano. The Plan identifies ten priority

community systems and the respective  descriptions of success for
each.



1. Economic Development
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COMMUNITY SYSTEM

How our community will create a strong local economy and develop and maintain successful,
resilient businesses that help move the community toward sustainability.

DESCRIPTIONS OF SUCCESS

11

1.2

13

1.4

15

1.6

The vibrant and diverse business community inspires a shop
local attitude. The combination of necessary and unique
business services draw Hwy #1 traffic into the community.

New business development opportunities are proactively
supported through a sufficie nt supply of non -residential land .

The Bassano Dam attracts hundreds of visitors each year and
is a focal point for tourism in our community.

Professionally designed and coordinated signage placement
inspires tourist interest and directs visitors to T own facilities and
businesses.

The Visitor Information Centre provides assistance to hundreds
of visitors each year and serves to market regional attractions
and business growth.

The monthly farmers market is a regionally attended event
that attracts local  food producers, artists, musicians and
tourists and contributes to the success of downtown
businesses.

INDICATORS

A Businessicense activity

A Building permit values

A Median household income
A % of people employed

Ratio of residential to non
residential assessment

A # of residents who work in
Bassano

A # of visitors to Visitor
Information Centre

A Diversification in business
sector




