fcss

Town Office Council Chambers 502 -2™ Avenue Bassano
Family and Communit
VISION Support Services
Bassano FCSS is a strong partner in a healthy community.
Mission

Bassano FCSS works to build a strong community through locally driven proactive
partnerships and preventative programming.

1. Call to Order
2. Attendance and Regrets
3. Adoption of Agenda for October 6, 2025

4. Adoption of Minutes
4.1 Minutes of September 2, 2025

5. Financial Summary
5.1 Financial Statement for period ending September 30, 2025

6. Director's Report
6.1 Period ending September 30, 2025

7. Unfinished Business
7.1 Fire in the Hall — Chili Cook-Off

8. New Business
8.1 National Day of the Child — Pancake Breakfast

9. Correspondence
None

10. Roundtable

11. Adjournment

Next Meeting Date: November 3, 2025 at 4:00 p.m.
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Bassano
Family and Community
Support Services

Regular FCSS Meeting Minutes
September 2, 2025

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BASSANO FCSS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING HELD ON

SEPTEMBER 2,2025

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

»  Tammie Hauck

= Christine Petkau
» Heather Basarab
= Alice Slomp

» Evelyn]ensen

= Kevin Jones

= Skye Chartrand
=  Matt Kelly

1. CALLTO ORDER

ADMINISTRATION

= Amanda Barron, FCSS Director

CHAIR HAUCK called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

2. ATTENDANCE AND REGRETS

e MattKelly

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

FCSS53/2025 Moved by MEMBER PETKAU that the September 2, 2025 agenda is approved as

presented.

4. MINUTES OF May 5, 2025

CARRIED

FCSS54/2025 Moved by MEMBER SLOMP to approve the minutes of June 9, 2025 FCSS Advisory

Board as presented.

5. FINANCIAL SUMMARY

CARRIED

FCSS55/2025 Moved by MEMBER BASARAB to approve the financial summary of August 31,
2025 FCSS Advisory Board as presented.

CARRIED
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Bass_ano ]
Family and Community Regular FCSS Meeting Minutes

Support Services
September 2, 2025

6. DIRECTOR'S REPORT

6.1 Director’s Report - August 31, 2025

FCSS56/2025 Moved by MEMBER JONES that the FCSS Directors report for the period ending
August 31, 2025 is approved as presented and discussed.

CARRIED
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
7.1 Policy Review - P-FCSS006- Financial Planning Policy
FCSS57/2025 Moved by MEMBER JENSEN that the Family and Community Services

Advisory Board confirms a review of Financial Planning Policy P-FCSS006, no
changes are required at this time.

CARRIED
7.2 Policy Review - P-FCSS007 Programming Policy
FCSS58/2025 Moved by CHAIR HAUCK that the Family and Community Services Advisory

Board confirms a review of Financial Planning Policy P-FCSS006, removing
inactive businesses Creaky Floor, Empty Bottle and Harry's Place and adding
advertising to bulletin boards in Bitza Thrift, Bassano School, Broasters and
seasonally at Crawling Valley pending business approval.
CARRIED
7.3 Policy Review - P-FCSS011- Reoccurring Programs Policy

FCSS59/2025 Moved by MEMBER CHARTRAND that the Family and Community Services
Advisory Board confirms a review of Reoccurring Programs Policy P-FCSS011,
adding Summer Craft Kits and Small-Town Smoke Down Kids Q Competition
and Fit and Free Adult November- March to approved programs.

CARRIED
8. NEW BUSINESS
8.1 Fall 2025 Programming
FCSS60/2025 Moved by MEMBER PETKAU that the FCSS Advisory Board that Bassano FCSS

facilitates a Community Costume Swap and Shop on Wednesday September
17,2025 from 3:30PM - 7:00PM at the Town Office. Further, that public
donations of clean, gently used costumes be accepted in the weeks leading
up to the event until September 15 at Town Office , with all donated items
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Bassano

Family and Community

Support Services

FCSS61/2025

Regular FCSS Meeting Minutes
September 2, 2025
made available to the community at no cost during the event, on a “take

what you need” basis.

CARRIED

Moved by MEMBER BASARAB that the FCSS Advisory Board hosts the fist
Fire in the Hall - Chili Cook-off in mid to late November as part of men'’s
health awareness month. FCSS will prepare invitations to local business, and
residents along with local and county advertising. Competitors will register to
participate in the event hosted at the Bassano Community Hall at a date to
be determined. A full program outline with costs will be presented at the
next board meeting.

CARRIED

9. CORRESPONDENCE

FCSS62/2025

10. ROUND TABLE

Moved by MEMBER SLOMP that the FCSS Advisory Board declines a funding
request received from Newell Adult Education for the Dolly Parton Imagination
Library, on the basis that the proposed programming falls outside the recognized
mandate and scope of activities of the organization, as determined by the
Board's review and assessment.

CARRIED

A round table discussion ensued.

11. MEETING ADJOURNED

FCSS63/2025 Moved by CHAIR HAUCK for adjournment of the regular meeting at 4:40 p.m.

CARRIED

Chair Signature

Director Signature
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General Description 2025 Budget 2025 Actual 2025 Budget
Ledger Remaining $
Revenue
1-51-00-410-00 FCSS - 2025 WOMEN'S WELLNESS (5,000.00) 0.00 (5,000.00)
1-51-00-590-00 FCSS - GENERAL REVENUE (2,700.00) (770.90) (1,929.10)
1-51-00-590-03 FCSS - DONATIONS 0.00 (3,100.00) 3,100.00
1-51-00-595-00 FCSS - COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS (6,982.00) (2,722.22) (4,259.78)
DONATIONS
1-51-00-710-00 TSF FROM FCSS RESERVE (9,517.00) (9,536.71) 19.71
1-51-00-840-00 FCSS - CONDITIONAL GRANT (41,280.00) 0.00 (41,280.00)
1-51-00-850-00 FCSS - GRASSLANDS FCSS /TOWN (36,700.00) (36,700.00) 0.00
CONTRIB.
*  TOTAL Revenue (102,179.00) (52,829.83) (49,349.17)
Expenditures
2-51-00-130-00 FCSS - EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS 4,200.00 3,032.25 1,167.75
2-51-00-110-00 FCSS - SALARIES 58,000.00 40,052.96 17,947.04
2-51-00-135-00 FCSS - AUMA BENEFITS 7,300.00 5,479.38 1,820.62
2-51-00-137-00 FCSS RRSP CONTRIBUTION 1,200.00 900.00 300.00
2-51-00-150-00 FCSS - ADM TRAINING & EDUCATION 2,800.00 2,087.86 712.14
2-51-00-200-00 FCSS PROGRAMS 8,800.00 9,709.20 (909.20)
2-51-00-200-01 FCSS PROGRAM - 2025 WOMEN'S 6,500.00 921.88 5,578.12
WELLNESS
2-51-00-211-00 FCSS -TRAVEL/LODGE/PHONE & BOARD 1,970.00 774.54 1,195.46
DEVEL.
2-51-00-220-00 FCSS - ADVERTISING & MEMBERSHIPS 620.00 965.44 (345.44)
2-51-00-510-00 FCSS - GENERAL GOODS & SUPPLIES 3,800.00 3,799.00 1.00
2-51-00-595-00 FCSS - COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS 6,982.00 0.00 6,982.00
*  TOTAL Expenditures 102,172.00 67,722.51 34,449.49

*** End of Report ***
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Period Ending: September 30, 2025 Bassano
Prepared By: Amanda Barron, Director Family and Community

Supporting Community Members Support Services

SUPPORTS
Seniors Benefits
Through September, we provided service to 2 individuals accessing Seniors Benefits.

Referrals/ Supports

We have seen 6 clients in office to aid in returning completed documents to the government
regarding AISH and Canadian Disability Benefits.

CVTIP — Income Tax Preparation

No tax preparations were completed through September. We have received confirmation of grant
funding for continuation of service delivery through the 2025 tax year. Due to recent changes to the
CVITP Grant Funding model through the Government of Canada, Bassano FCSS will no longer receive
the base funding amount of $1,500 for processing 50+ tax returns, nor the additional $250
conditional funding for serving rural or remote communities. As a result, the only funding now
provided is $5 per return prepared. Based on the 93 returns processed this year, Bassano FCSS will
receive $465 representing a shortfall of $1,750 in anticipated grant funds. Given the significant time
and staff resources required to offer this service, | am requesting the advisory board'’s input on
whether to continue providing and actively advertising the program or consider transitioning it to
Newell Adult Education who has also enrolled in the program where the funding model may be
more sustainable relative to the time commitment involved. DISCUSSION Required.

PROGRAMS

Fit and Free Programs

As per Policy P-FCSS011 we will begin the facilitation of Fit and Free programming from November
15t through March 315t annually.

Community Lending Shed

We will be removing the summer sporting equipment by October 315t and replacing with the winter
equipment in preparation for the Outdoor Rink once freezing temperatures have set in.

Community Gardens

With much appreciated help of Bob Havens from the Beautify Bassano Initiative and Grant McCargar
of the Off Leash Dog Park and FCSS Advisory Board members we successfully planted 12 new trees
and 4 shrubs on September 15™. Lunch was provided to these volunteers. We have utilized the
entirety of the $2500 grant funds for this project. We still require some mulch to further insulate the
new plantings as winter approaches, funding for this will be taken from the programming allowance.

Rural Pop Up
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Rural Pop Up was hosted locally through SPEC on September 16™, this remains a valued and well

utilized program.

Halloween Costume Exchange

The Halloween Costume Swap was organized with the goal of increasing accessibility by providing
families and individuals with an opportunity to donate and receive gently used costumes at no cost.
While the intention was to support our community and promote sustainability, the event received
very few costume donations and was attended by only a small number of community members.

Given the low participation in both contributions and attendance, it is recommended that this
program is evaluated for inclusion in future cycles. DISCUSSION Required.

Community Cook and Connect

The first session of Community Cook and Connect did not move forward due to low registration with
only 4 registered participants shy of the minimum of 6 registered participants. As per our motion;
we will plan a second offering in early December.

FCSS45/2025 Moved by MEMBER BASARAB that the FCSS Advisory Board facilitates the Bassano
Cook and Connect Program on a 3 month trial basis, with a minimum of 6, maximum of 10
participants per session at a cost of $20 per person. The program will be evaluated following the
trial period to determine continued facilitation based upon program goals and participation.

INITIATIVES

Welcome Wagon

There were no Welcome Wagon packages distributed through September.

GENERAL UPDATES

Bassano Beavers Volunteerism

I have had an opportunity to speak with both Head Coach Morten Kjobly and General Manager Riley
Tucker regarding community building and investment opportunities for members of the Bassano
Beavers hockey team. They both expressed an interest in developing the Show Angels program for
seniors as well as Buddy Reading program at Bassano School. FCSS will play a role in aiding the
facilitation of each. They also would like to be included in communications for local events and
volunteerism opportunities associated. We look forward to engaging in and supporting the team on
this journey.

Bassano School Updates

| attended the recent September 15" Parent Council meeting. Clarification was provided regarding
the Rural School Advocacy Program and why Bassano School has not represented within, based
upon the knowledge keepers present one factor brought forward was the lack of enroliment to the
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program. There are other factors including insufficient bussing due to funding constraints and a lack

of optional classes that appeal to students in other schools.

Bassano School has also experienced a drop in enrollment by 1/3 of the Jr. and Sr. High students,
administration and parent council continue to brainstorm ideas to bolster enrollments including
program diversification and revisiting agreements on student numbers with the Siksika Nation.

Annual Council Presentation — November

Each November both the Director and Advisory Board Chair provide a presentation on FCSS
programs and service deliverables to Town Council. During we provide updates on current and past
programming, offer clarity around service delivery, and reinforce accountability within this program
cycle. The presentation will also highlight how FCSS continues to prioritize the efficient and effective
use of funding to meet community needs and align with our strategic objectives in being a healthy
partner in a strong community.

GRANTS

Grasslands Regional FCSS

On September 20™ | provided our Board Presentations to the Grasslands FCSS Advisory Board as
part of the process to receive grant funding for the 2026 fiscal year. Last year Bassano FCSS was
awarded $5000 from Grasslands FCSS to support the residents of County of Newell Division 6.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Rural Pop Up Dates —-October 21, November 18, December 16
Fall Clean Up October 19-25
Trunk or Treat — October 31

Fire in the Hall — Chili Cook-Off - November 21

Attachments

1. Action Items



January 8, 2024 Regular Board Meeting

Barron, A |

Sept 3, 2024 Regular Board Meeting

Barron, A Rotate Minutes Completed Sept 4/25
Barron, A Resolution Index Completed Sept 4/25
Barron, A Complete Policy Reviews P-FCSS006 and P-FCSS011, rotate website Completed Sept 4/25
Barron, A Collect community donations for costume swap and host on Sept 17/25 Completed Sept 17/25
Barron, A Create Program Outline and Budget for presentation at the October 6/25 Advisory Board MeetinjCompleted Sept 23/25
Barron, A Prepare advertising to support the Fire in the Hall Chili Cook - Off Completed Sept Sept 15/25
Barron, A Notify NAE regarding decision for funding request for Dolly Parton Literacy Program Completed 8/25
Barron, A

Barron, A

Barron, A




OPEN DISCUSSION
fc s s Meeting Date: October 6, 2025

Bassano Agenda Item: 7.1
Family and Community
Support Services

FIRE IN THE HALL - CHILI COOK OFF

BACKGROUND

At our September 2, 2025, Advisory Board meeting a motion was carried to being the planning
process for Fire in the Hall — Chili Cook Off a community based social connectivity event designed to
bring together the community with food, fun and conversation in addition to promoting men’s
health awareness.

FCSS61/2025 Moved by MEMBER BASARAB that the FCSS Advisory Board hosts the fist
Fire in the Hall — Chili Cook-off in mid to late November as part of men's
health awareness month. FCSS will prepare invitations to local business, and
residents along with local and county advertising. Competitors will register to
participate in the event hosted at the Bassano Community Hall at a date to
be determined. A full program outline with costs will be presented at the
next board meeting.

CARRIED

PROPOSED PROGRAM DELIVERY

Date: Friday November 21, 2025
Time: 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Location: Bassano Community Hall
Volunteers: FCSS staff

EVENT DAY SCHEDULE

Time Activity

4:00 PM Volunteer arrival & setup (tables, decorations, drink station, chili dog bar, scorecard
table)

5:00 PM Competitor check-in & chili drop-off in crock pot. (assign numbers, plug in warmers,
allergen tags displayed)

5:30 PM Welcome announcements & scorecard instructions
Chili tasting begins — attendees get scorecards at entry
Chili Dog Bar opens

7:00 PM Last chance to taste & vote

7:15 PM Scorecard collection & tallying
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7:30 PM Awards: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Fire Breather, Most Creative
Social time, photos, clean-up begins

8:00 PM Doors close

MENS HEALTH INTEGRATION PLAN

1. Themed Health Information Booth: "Men-tain Your Health" Station
Setup: A small, friendly booth near the entrance or drink station.

Content:
o Pamphlets on mental health, heart health, prostate/testicular cancer, stress, and
nutrition.

o Info from AHS or local health authority.
o0 Free giveaways: stress balls, recipe cards with heart-healthy chili ideas, beard combs,
or “man care” kits.

2. Men'’s Health “Did You Know?” Cards
Placement: On each table.

Examples:
o “Did you know? 1 in 5 Canadian men will experience a mental health issue in their
lifetime.”

0 “Guys, when was your last checkup? Early detection saves lives.”
0 “Spicy food tip: Some chilies may boost metabolism... but check in with your doc
before relying on hot sauce!”

-
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MOVEMBER
& DID YOU KNOW? MEN WITH

STRONG SOCIAL CONNECTIONS
LIVE LONGER, HEALTHIER LIVES.

PROGRAM THRESHOLDS

To ensure we have a successful event, it is important to establish both minimum and maximum
numbers of registrants and a registration cut off date.

Minimum — 8 competitors

Registration cut off date of November 17%.

ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION

1. Formal Invitation letters have been drafted and sent out to
help encourage local competitors to register for the
competition.




2. As per programming Policy P-FCSS007 posters have been distributed to local bulletin boards

and shared across the county via Facebook.

BUDGET
(51} FC5S
Revenue 2025
Program Budget % 1,390
In Kind- Donations
Volunteers 3 500
Hall Rental $ 500
Revenue Subtotal Fs 2,390
Our draft budget shows expenditure of S Lo
$1,390.00, Therefore, program maximum of Hall Ren_tal ’ >0
Decorations $ 100
$1500 would be allocated to ensure program [z dope - (150 attendess) § 15
success. Buns $ as
Cheese % 65
Condiments $ 40
Chips $ 120
Chili $ 60
Tableware/Service/Tasting Cups $ 110
Prizes $ 250
Men's Health Materials % 50
Event Staff $ 500
Refreshments
Bottled Water 3 100
Juice/lce Tea/Pop % 250
Expenditure Subtotal $ 2,390
Total 0.00

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/VOTING GUIDLINES

1. Taste Before You Vote
o Try as many chili entries as you'd like — each one is numbered and served
anonymously.
0 Use the tasting cups and spoons provided.
o Cleanse your palate between tastings (bread, crackers, or water are available).
2. Choose Your Favorite
o Consider flavor, texture, creativity, and spice level.
0 You may only vote once, make it count!
3. Fill Out Your Ballot
0 Write down the number of your favorite chili on your voting card per category.
o Do not write the name of the cook, judging is blind.
4. Submit Your Ballot
o Drop your completed ballot into the voting box at the voting station before the
deadline at 7:15 pm.

HEALTH &SAFETY
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Bassano FCSS will complete registration of the Fire in the Hall Chili Cook- off With Alberta Health
Services Community Organizations Functions online submission portal at minimum 14 days before
the event. This will notify the public that the food served has been prepared and donated by
community members and may not have been prepared in an approved establishment.

ALIGNMENT TO MANDATE

The community chili cook-off, combined with a men's health awareness component, aligns with the
FCSSAA mandate by fostering community engagement, promoting volunteerism, and providing a
welcoming environment to share preventive health information. It serves as a platform to build
social connections, reduce isolation, and encourage early health-seeking behavior, particularly
among men, supporting the FCSS goal of enhancing individual and community well-being through
preventive, community-based initiatives.

DISCUSSION

1. Are there any barriers to participation we need to address?

Have we planned to engage and encourage community ownership of the event?

3. What topics of men’s health (e.g., mental health, prostate health, suicide prevention) should
be highlighted?

4. What measurable outcomes will indicate success (e.g., number of attendees, resources
distributed, volunteer engagement)?

5. If successful, should this event become an annual initiative?

n

CLARIFICATIONS/CONSIDERATIONS

None

Prepared by: Amanda Barron, FCSS Director
Reviewed by: Amanda Davis, CAO
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OPEN DISCUSSION
fc s s Meeting Date: October 6, 2025

Bassano Agenda Item: 8.1
Family and Community
Support Services

NATIONAL DAY OF THE CHILD — PANCAKE BREAKFAST

BACKGROUND

National Child Day is celebrated across Canada each year on November 20 to recognize the rights of
children and youth, and to reaffirm our collective commitment to supporting their well-being,
dignity, and development. This important day aligns with two key historical milestones:

The adoption of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959, and
The signing of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in 1989,
which Canada ratified in 1991.

It emphasizes children's rights to be heard, to be protected from harm, to have access to education
and healthcare, and to grow up in safe, supportive environments.

National Child Day provides an opportunity for all Canadians to reflect on the progress made and
the challenges that remain in advancing children's rights. It is a day to celebrate young voices,
highlight their contributions to society, and advocate for continued investment in their futures.

As we observe National Child Day on November 20, we are reminded that children are not just the
leaders of tomorrow, they are active, valuable participants in society today. Ensuring that every child
in Canada can thrive is not only a moral obligation but a foundation for a stronger, more inclusive
nation. In 2024 Bassano FCSS served a cold breakfast paired with Nutrition education resources and
games.

PURPOSE

To celebrate National Child Day by bringing students and staff together for a warm pancake
breakfast, while promoting awareness of children’s rights, inclusion, and community belonging in a
meaningful and joyful way.

PROPOSED PROGRAM

Bassano FCSS volunteers will prepare and serve a hot breakfast to the student body at Bassano
School to celebrate National Day of the Child. School Administration has granted FCSS permission to
utilize the canteen area to prepare and serve the breakfast.

Event Schedule — Simple Format

Date: between November 17-20, 2025
Time: 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM

Location: School Kitchen & Common Area
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Time Activity
8:00 AM — Use school kitchen for pancake prep and plating

— Assign roles: cooking, plating, food runners

- Volunteers plate food in kitchen
8:30 AM - Students come down by class OR food is delivered to classrooms
— Students may eat in common area or in classrooms, as decided by staff

8:30-9:30 AM — Continuous plating and delivery

9:30 AM — Clean-up of kitchen and common area

ALIGNMENT TO MANDATE

Pancake Breakfast supports National Child Day while promoting the FCSSAA's core values of:
Food Security: Ensuring every child starts their day nourished.
Inclusion: Creating a welcoming space where all students feel they belong.
Community Service: Encouraging a spirit of giving through volunteerism and shared effort.

DISCUSSION

1. Do we have enough volunteers committed to cover all necessary roles?

Are there any concerns in providing a hot meal compared to a cold meal?

3. Is the board content with the simplicity of the breakfast alone, or would you like a personal
element? For example reading a story to elementary classrooms.

n

CLARIFICATIONS/CONSIDERATIONS

In the event the ATA teachers strike is still ongoing the breakfast will be cancelled.

Prepared by: Amanda Barron, FCSS Director
Reviewed by: Amanda Davis, CAO
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